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RESEARCH INTERESTS:
Professor Thomas specializes in comparative politics and political economy with an emphasis on India. The substantive questions that drive her research have to do with public service provision and access, local governance, political parties, gender disparities, and distributive politics. Her research utilizes a range of methodologies from field experiments, survey experiments, and surveys as well as interviews and focus groups.

TEACHING INTERESTS:
Professor Thomas’ teaching is focused on global development, comparative politics and political economy at both the graduate and undergraduate levels. She also teaches courses focused on empirical methods and research design.

EDUCATION:

Ph.D. in Political Science June 2010
New York University, New York
M.A. in Politics June 2025
New York University, New York
A.B. in Government, Minor in Economics June, 2000
Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire.

DISTINCTIONS AND AWARDS:

2025 APSA JCPA Best Comparative Policy Paper Award (co-recipient with Nikhar Gaikwad)

2024 Georgia Tech Class of 1934 Award for Interdisciplinary Activities (co-recipient with Shatakshee Dhongde and Alberto Fuentes).

2024 Governance and Local Development Institute Non-Resident Fellowship

2023 Ivan Allen College Gold Star Award for External Funding

2021 Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts Faculty Excellence in Research Award

2020 Jim Pope Create-X Faculty Fellow


RECENT SCHOLARLY OUTPUT:
2025. “Do the Eﬀects of Local Gender Quotas Spillover to Higher Tiers? Evidence from a Survey Experiment in India” (with Charles Hankla, Sayan Banerjee, and Arindam Banerjee). Publius: The Journal of Federalism

2024. “Ethnonationalist Gender Norms: How Parties Shape Voter Attitudes to Women Candidates in India” (with Arindam Banerjee, Sayan Banerjee and Charles Hankla). American Journal of Political Science.

2023. “How Electoral Cycles Shape the Implementation of Public Programs: Evidence from India (with Jonathan Darsey)”. Political Research Quarterly

2023. ”Electing Women in Ethnically Divided Societies: Candidates, Campaigns, and Intersectionality in Bihar, India” (with Arindam Banerjee, Sayan Banerjee and Charles Hankla). Comparative Political Studies

2022. The (Missing?) Role of Institutions in Behavioral Public Administration: A Roundtable Discourse(with Anthony M. Bertelli, Norma Ricucci et. al.). Journal of Behavioral Public Administration, 5(1).

2021. “Development or Rent-Seeking? How Political Influence Shapes Public Works Provision in India.” British Journal of Political Science 51(1), 253-274.


